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“Salvation Reviewed”      Text – Ephesians 2:8-9      OT Reading – Jeremiah 9:23-24

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
In the coming week, all or most of the children and young people of our congregation go back to school after 6 long weeks of holiday.

And so, it stands to reason that the first few days or even the first couple of weeks will be spent in review.  
Before the teachers are able to press on into the new material, they need to be sure that what has already been learned has been retained.  
They might hand out a couple of quizzes, or repeat a lesson or two from the end of last year.  
They might ask children to raise their hands and answer a series of questions.  

Review helps us to recall what we have already learned.  

I’m sure you know also that when ministers begin their sermons, they too usually spend a bit of time in review.  
And we do this, particularly if we are moving through a passage of Scripture or the teachings of Scripture in a series.  
We briefly summarize what was said in last week’s sermon.  
And this is done, also, to help us recall what we have already learned.  
In addition, because not every one in church one Sunday was there the Sunday before, hopefully, it helps all to be ready for what is considered that day.  

Well Paul is going to do a bit of a review himself in verses 8-9.  But, before we look at that together, let’s review what we have seen in recent weeks as we have looked at the first 7 verses of chapter 2.
	Those of you who have been present will recall that he began this section, in verses 1-3, by explaining that all are born in a state of spiritual death; they are God haters.  

In verses 4-5, we saw that it is from within this state of spiritual death that God gives His children spiritual life.  And He does this, purely and only, because of His great love for us.  
And note at the end of verse 5 that an extra summary statement is made: “It is by grace you have been saved.”  Words that are repeated in the verses before us today.
In verses 6-7, he explained further that our salvation comes about in order that God’s glorious grace and kindness might be revealed.  
And in all of this, Paul has repeatedly noted that what happens to God’s children happens because they are joined with Christ.  

And so, now we come to verses 8-9.  And noting the repetition of verse 5, we see here that Paul reviews the basis of our salvation.  
Wanting to ensure clarity and understanding; wanting to be explicit in his teaching, Paul reviews the basis of our salvation.  
Now, as we consider Paul’s salvation review, we are not going to move through these verses from beginning to end.  Rather, we will take the content of these verses as a complete unit of thought and exam the components of his review.  

Hence, as Paul reviews the basis of our salvation, we want to see 
firstly, what it is not, secondly, what it is, and thirdly, what results.

And so, we begin by examining the negative.  In terms of this review of the basis of our salvation, we need to be sure that we understand what it is not.  
Well, Paul says in verse 8 that “this [is] not from yourselves.”  

Now, what we need to ask firstly is to what does the word “this” refer?  What does “this” point back to?  What is “not from yourselves,” but “the gift of God”?  
And here we come across one of the most hotly debated points in the whole of Ephesians.  
Because of the way Greek grammar works, it is difficult to be certain whether the word “this” is pointing back to “grace,” to “you have been saved,” to “faith” or to the whole thing together.
Now you need to be aware that some commentators try and point it back to the word “grace.”  
They say, “Grace” is not from ourselves, it is the free gift of God.  
And implicit in this interpretation is the notion that faith is from ourselves.  
God does the grace, we do the faith.  
But if that excludes “faith” as the free gift of God and makes it our work, then we have a problem with the rest of Scripture.  
Titus 3:5: “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy.”  
We contribute nothing to our salvation.  It is all God’s.  
Of faith itself, 2 Peter 1:1 says, “To those who through the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours.”  
Thus, faith, scripture tells us, is also a gift from God.  Hence, this understanding must be rejected.  “This” does not include “grace” and exclude “faith.”  

The only two options that suit the context, the rest of Scripture, and the text of this verse itself, then, are to take “this” as referring to the whole thing together or to “faith.”
And many commentators prefer to reference “this” to “faith” because, they say, to explain that grace is not of ourselves and the free gift of God is redundant.  Grace is always undeserved.  That is the nature of grace.  
And so, Paul must be referring here only to “faith.”  
He is making an explicit extra statement in order to guard against the idea that grace is God’s work and faith is ours.  
He wants his readers to be absolutely certain that all of their salvation is the work of God.  

Well, at the end of the day, both of these options stress the same truth.  Credit for salvation belongs wholly to God.  
Salvation, including “grace” and “faith” are the gift of God.
Salvation is “not from yourselves.”  

And this is further amplified at the beginning of verse 9 where Paul adds, “not by works.”  
“Works,” elsewhere in Paul’s writing, refers to the works of the OT law.  Here though, the sense of the word is wider.  He is not addressing a context of OT works righteousness.  No, any and every work is in view.  Nothing we do counts towards our salvation.  
And by now, this ought to be abundantly clear.  
Paul has deliberately used the term dead to describe the spiritual condition of all unbelievers.  What can dead people do?  Nothing! 
I may have used this illustration before, but it serves the purpose well.  
If you had a Do-it-yourself resurrection kit – a real, guaranteed, D.I.Y resurrection kit – and you were to take it to a cemetery and sell it for just $50, how many of the dead people there would buy one?  None, because dead people can’t do anything.  
Well, what if you halved the price, and made it $25.  How many dead people would buy one?  None, because dead people can’t do anything.   
Well, we all know that dead people don’t carry money or credit cards on them.  So, what if you gave it away for free?  Would that cause any of these dead bodies to get one?  No it would not.  Dead people cannot do anything.  
The problem is not the price.  
It’s really that simple isn’t it congregation.  We all know that those who are dead cannot do anything for themselves.  
And this is the point that Paul has been painstakingly making, over and over again, to these Gentile Christians, and to you. 
Consider what it is that you have.  You have the gift of salvation!
You have been chosen by God.  
You have become one of His adopted children.  
You have been made alive with Christ.  
You have been given an inheritance in heaven.  
Your salvation is not from yourselves.  You did not do the work.  

Well, as Paul reviews the basis of our salvation, it is quite clear what salvation is not.  So let us continue on then to see what it is.  

Paul says in verse 8, “It is by grace you have been saved, through faith.”  
	What is grace?  
	It is undeserved favour.  
	It is the word used to describe the great love that God has for sinners like you and me.  
	The love He has for those who are cursing Him and running away from Him and lying and cheating.  

The love that causes Him to reach out and make us His children; those who love Him and draw near to Him and speak the truth and act kindly towards others.  
	That’s what grace is!  
	Grace is the ground of your salvation.  

Grace is the basis of your salvation.  
	Grace is the cause of your salvation.  


	Does God then just pour out His grace, universally, upon all sinners?  Does it fall like rain from heaven upon everyone?  
	No it does not.  
	For while grace is the ground of salvation, faith is the instrument.  

Faith is the pipe or conduit through which grace comes to the sinner.  
	You are saved by grace, through faith. 


	 Well, what then is faith?  
	Faith is “a knowledge and conviction that everything God reveals in His Word is true.”  Faith is “a deep-rooted assurance, created in me by the Holy Spirit through the gospel, that, out of sheer grace earned for us by Christ, not only others, but I too, have had my sins forgiven, have been made forever right with God, and have been granted salvation (HC Q/A 21).”  


	Faith is knowledge, conviction, and assurance.  
	Perhaps this illustration will help us understand this a little better.  
	The great showman, Blondin, used to perform many tricks on a tightrope stretched 50m above the 400m gap from one side of the Niagara Falls to the other.  
	Once, he carried a man across on his back.  

When he got to the other side, he said to a man in the crowd, “Do you think I could do that with you?”  
And the man said, “Of course, I’ve just seen you do it.”  
And so, Blondin said, “Hop on.  I’ll carry you across!”  
To which the man responded, “Not on your life!” and shrunk back into the crowd.  
	This man knew that Blondin could do it.  But He was not convinced that he would nor was he prepared to trust him to do it.  


	Faith is knowledge, conviction, and assurance.  
	Faith knows about the love of God in Christ Jesus from God’s Word.  

Faith is convinced that the love of God in Christ Jesus that the Bible speaks of is true.  
Faith is assured that the love of God in Christ Jesus means that I too have been given salvation.  
And, finally, the believer knows also, as we saw earlier, that faith itself “is the gift of God.”  
	Even the faith that the believer exercises is God’s gift.  

It is His Holy Spirit who creates faith in the heart and mind of the unbeliever, allowing them to have knowledge, conviction, and assurance, and to come to belief in Jesus.

	“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works.”


Salvation is not your work.  Salvation is God’s work.  Salvation is His gift to you who did not and who do not deserve it.  Finally though, as Paul reviews the basis of our salvation, we also see what results.  

	Last Sunday, I drew your attention to the purpose statements of the Bible.  I said, “Keep an eye out for words like, ‘in order that’ or ‘so that.’”  
	Well, here at the end of verse 9 we arrive at one of these.  
	Only this time it is more of a result than a purpose.  
	Given everything that Paul has said in his review about the gift of salvation, he says,       “So that no one can boast.”


	It’s hard to imagine that anyone would even think to boast about their salvation isn’t it.  
	But perhaps you remember the parable of the Pharisee and the Tax-collector.  Both prayed in the Temple.  
	The Pharisee said, “God, I thank you that I am not like other men – robbers, evildoers, adulterers – or even like this Tax-collector.  I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.”  


	Now, he could have just as well said, “God, I thank you that I am not like other men – those who speed, those who don’t send their kids to the Christian school, those who are not Reformed, those who speak in tongues – or like this dole-bludging beneficiary.  I attend both services and the prayer meeting and give more than a tenth of all I get.”  


	In stark contrast, the Tax-collector “stood at a distance.  He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’”  


	And Jesus, summarizing these contrasting attitudes, said, “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God.  For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”


	Shortly, we will draw near to the Lord’s Supper table together.  
	If you are thinking of coming to the table because you have done pretty well with your sins in recent weeks, stay away.  
	If you are thinking of coming to the table because you haven’t sinned as much as you normally do, recently, stay away.  
	If you are thinking of coming to the table because you have arrived at a certain level of spiritual understanding, stay away.  
	If you are thinking of coming to the table because you are a member of this or another Christian church, stay away.  

If you are thinking of coming to the table because you are more worthy of it than many others, stay away.  

	But if you are thinking of coming to the table because you know that “it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast”, then come to the table with a glad and joyful heart!  
	Be reminded once again that Jesus body and blood was shed for the forgiveness of all of your sins.  
	Partake of this heavenly feast, praising God for the gift of salvation in Jesus.  Amen.  





